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Red Army Occupies 
Two-Thirds Of Buda; 
Foe Holds On In Pest 


Fighting Fierce In Capital 
As Russians Adyance 
Closer To Austria 


MOSCOW, Dec. 31 (AP)—Soviet 
forces have stormed into the center 
of Budapest after occupying nearly 
two-thirds of the Buda district and 
smashing the main enemy fortified 
line inside the capital. 

Pravda, official Soviet organ, dis- 
closed that the enemy zone in Buda 
has been narrowed to less than two 
miles in width and five and one- 
half miles in length, extending from 





a point opposite the northern end, 


up-stream, of Margaret Island to 
down-stream, Csepel Island. 


The Pest district is still largely] % 
in enemy control. Enemy forces are = 


scattered thickly throughout the 
area for more than 12 miles in 
length on the east bank of the 
Danube and extending for nine 
miles from the river. 

Pravda also revealed that the en- 
emy pockets north of Budapest and 
east of Esztergom hf&ive been re- 
duced to an oval-shaped zone six 
by 11 miles, which is cut off by a 
meagre four miles from the near- 
est German forces west of Eszter- 
gom. 

According to Pravda, Russian 
spearheads are less than ten miles 
southwest of Komorom, most im- 
portant communications center be- 
tween the Red Army and the 60- 
mile-distant Austrian frontier. 

The Russians are within one and 
a half miles from Tata on the 
northwestern slopes of the Verte 
Hills and in the outskirts of Mor 
which controls another pass farther 
south in the same range, 





LONDON, Dec. 31 (UP)—The 
bloody fighting up and down the 
streets of the beautiful old city of 
Budapest reached a new peak of 
fury today following the shooting 
yesterday by the Germans of two 
Russian officers carrying a flag of 
truce. 

Moscow reports said the Russians 
have been stung to white-hot anger 
by this incident and are now going 
all-out in a drive to exterminate the 
German garrison. 

The German Transocean news 


(Continued on Page 8) 





RING IN THE NEW 






The church in this town on the 5th Army front has been torn 


by shells, but the bell remains, and rings out clearly in the 
snow air to herald the new year. Cpl. John Kirwin of a 5th 
Army quartermaster outfit plays the role of Father Time 


in the chilled setting. 


(APS Photo by Levine) 





5th Retakes Barga 
In Serchio Valley 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 31 
—Barga, in the Serchio valley, has 
been reoccupied and east of the 
river, the lines are virtually back to 
where they were before the German 
offensive of about a week ago. West 
of the river, however, former posi- 
tions have not yet been retaken. 

On the opposite end of the 5th 
Army front, today’s communique 
reported successful patrol crossings 
of the river Senio, south and east 
of Rivola, but five attempts to cross 
the stream at the town itself»were 
unsuccessful. 





Mt. Grande, which is the apex of 





Big New Year’s Celebration 
Set As War News Improves 





NEW YORK, Dec. 31 (AP)—Because the war news was better, 
the Americans’ New Year’s Eve celebration looked today like 
equalling or eclipsing last year’s welcome to 1944. 

A few days ago, hotel, restaurant and night club proprietors 
had long faces. Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt’s offensive had put 
a crimp in the mood of the populace. But now, with the tide 
turned, the country, swept up in a wave of enthusiasm for the 
doughboys who proved their mettle against the Nazi push, is 





celebrating boisterously as would 


the doughboys were they home. 

For many sober-minded people 
bowed with war cares it was a time 
for reflection and business as usual. 
The tragedies of the War losses 
make it a dour time in many sor- 
rowing homes. 

But in the large centers of popu- 
lation, particularly New York, there 
is a popping of corks and raucous 
hilarity. New York’s liquor distribu- 
tors say there is more liquor avail- 
able than last year and the bars 
probably have more scotch and 
bourbon than the customers want. 

Reservations for hotels and night 
clubs went quickly in the last few 





days of 1944. At least 45 percent of 
the reservations were for service 
men. Prices range from 3 dollars a 
person cover charge in a cafe to 
25 dollars in the best night clubs. 

Throughout the country theaters 
were thronged for midnight shows 
and there were no complaints about 
high prices. New York police made 
the usual precautions, detailing 
hundreds of policemen to handle 
the traditional Broadway jam. 

Home celebrations were the rule 
in Thiladelphia, Pittsburgh, Bir- 
mingham and other communities 
where Sunday liquor sales are for- 
bidden. Many communities observed 
New Year’s Eve last night. 


t 
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By A Staff Correspondent 


the most forward.5th Army salient 
pointing toward Highway 9, and a 
potential junction with the 8th 
Army, received its normally heavy 
dose of mortar fire yesterday, and 
elsewhere along the central sector, 
there has been a marked increase 
in the use of nebelwerfers—the 
multi-barrelled mortar rocket. 

After yesterday’s heavy snowfall 
in the central sector, today dawned 
clear and full of sunshine that set 
the new snow to sparkling. It was 
a lovely winter view from Highway 
65, but for the Men who lived in the 
snow, it was hell. 

Another heavy snowstorm is fore- 
cast for New Year’s Day. Turkey 
was on the menu for the holida 
dinner, but other than a big meal, 
there were no outstanding prepara- 
tions being made for the celebra- 
tion. New Year’s Eve get-togethers 
would be primarily private puptent 
affairs, and the ringing in of 1945 


(Continued on Page 8) 





Byrnes Rejects Request 
To Delay Track Closings 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 31 (ANS)— 
James F. Byrnes, war mobilization 
director, today flatly refused to 
modify his request that all animal 
racing end by Jan. 3. 

The White House said Byrnes’ 
office had received many petitions 
to delay closing. One of the latest 
came from the Fair Grounds in 
New Orleans, which asked exten- 
sion until Jan. 31. 

Byrnes told all petitioners: “I 
regret that I cannot modify my 
request for racing meets to be dis- 
continued by Jan. 3. It is unfortun- 
ate that more advanced notice 
could not have been given. How- 
ever, changing requirements of war, 
which are now most pressing, do 
not always permit advance notice. 


U.S. Troops Seize 
Vital Town At Tip 
Of German Salient 





SHAEF, Dec. 31—The town 


of Rochefort, at the tip of the 


Germans’ shrunken bulge and about 15 mi’-s to the east of the 
Meuse River, was recaptured by the Americans today, according 
to a late report by BBC tonight. The Germans moved out after 
heavy shelling by artillety and mortars. 

The Germans made a bitter fight of it. They made a stand 


within the town with tanks and self-propelled artillery. 


Loss 


of the town would necessitate a German withdrawal to the north- 








Pretty Late To Wait 
For A Hitler Speech 


LONDON, Dec. 31—Adolf Hit- 
ler was expected to emerge from 
his long silence at five minutes 
past midnight tonight when he 
was scheduled to broadcast a 
New Year’s message to the Ger- 
man people from his headquar- 
ters. 

At least one man in Germany 
was terribly excited—if not actu- 
ally startled—about the fact that 
Hitler was going to speak. He was 
the telegraph operator in DNB, 
official German news service, 
sending the announcement of the 
Fuehrer’s address. The United 
Press listening post in London re- 
ported that on a simple German 
sentence, his first attempt was 
complete gibberish — so much so 
that he had to resend it. Even 
then, it contained two mistakes, 
which is unusual for a good oper- 
ator. Both were in the word 
”Fuehrer.” 








New Greek Cabine 
To Be Formed Soon 


LONDON, Dec. 31—Consultations 
for the formation of a new Greek 
Government were due to begin to- 
day following the appointment of 
Archbishop Damaskinos to the 
post of regent last night. 

The cabinet of Premier George 
Papandreou, who has indicated his 
readiness to resign, is now limiting 
its activities to "current affairs” 
only, according to a Reuter’s dis- 
patch from Athens. 

Lt. Gen. Ronald M. Scobie, com- 
mander of British forces in Greece, 
today replied to the EAM note ad- 
dressed to Prime Minister Church- 
ill, since the note arrived after 
Churchill’s departure. General Sco- 
bie said that EAM had not made 
clear that it had accepted his two 
conditions: disarmament and with- 
drawal from the Province of Ath- 
ens. Once these conditions are ac- 
cepted, he said, the hostilities can 
be stopped forthwith. 

Yesterday’s EAM (National Lib- 
eration Front) memorandum to 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
said that "there is nothing to just- 
ify continuation of fighting, in as 
much as the Left has accepted the 
basic points of General Scobie’s 
memorandum,” Reuter’s reported 
today. 

The EAM memorandum § said 
that the Greek people felt that 
Mr. Churchiii’s recent presence in 
Greece would be a definite influ- 
ence im ending the tragic situation 
which exists between the Greeks 
and British. 

The EAM statement emphasized 
the desire of the guerrilla move- 
ment to stop the bloodshed and 
solidify the old friendly relations 
of Greece and Great Britain. 





east to Marche or to the south- 
east to St. Hubert where strong 
German gerrisons are located. 
On the rest of the Ardennes 
front, little change was reported. 
Meanwhile, the thrust cf the U.S. . 
3rd Army against the southcrn 
flank of the bulge in the Bastogne 
sector was reported by a Reuter’s 
correspondent to have assumed the 
scale of an Allied offensive. There, 
in what may be the critical battle 
of the campaign, 3rd Army forces 
continued to batter their way slowly 
forward on a 35-mile front in an 
effort to bisect the German salient. 


The Germans still held a foot- 
hold along the Bastogne-Arlon main 
road just to the south of Bastogne, 
but this was not halting the move- 
ment of 3rd Army supplies and 
equipment which were routed over 
side roads to the advanced American 
positions three to four miles north 
of the town. 

Since the 3rd Army effort was 
diverted from the Saar Valley to the 
southern flank of the German bulge, 
5,351 prisoners have been taken, it 
was announced today. 

Along the British 2nd Army front, 
German infantry made a desperate 
bid to crack through the Allied lines 
near Geilenkirchen yesterday but all 
the attacks were turned back and 
two enemy companies were reported 
wiped out. 

Meanwhile, the Luxembourg radio 
broadcast what was said to have 
been a message from Hitler to Field 
Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt’s com- 
manders before the launching of the 
offensive. 

The message stated: "I have de- 
cided to throw all forces into this 
winter offensive in the west in order 
to achieve a final decision. In case 
the Wehrmacht does not emerg- 
victorious from this battle, this mes- 
sage must be regarded as farewell 
from the Fuehrer to the German 
grenadiers.” 


U. §. Court Action 
Due Against Ward's 


By <rmy News Service 


CHICAGO, Dec. 31—Court action 
by the Government in the fight to 
gain complete control of the opera- 
tions of Army-seized Monigomery 
Ward and Company properties in 
seven cities ldomed today as com- 
pan, officials refused to turn over 
certain records and books, the Asso- 
ciated Press reported. 

The company’s attorney  saic 
Ward’s personnel vould not physi- 
cally interfere with Army officials 
assigned to operate the properties 
but that company employees are not 
subject to any mandatory com- 
mands by the Army. 

Board Chairman Sewell L. Avery 
has maintained that the seizure of 
the plants was illegal and that he 
would not obey President Roosevelt’s 
order. 

Federal Judge Philip Sullivan set 
Jan. 8 for the hearing on the com- 
pany’s petition for an injunction 
restraining the Army from inter- 
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Japanese Abandon 
Important Sectors 
Of Northern Burma 


KANDY, Ceylon, Dec. 31—The 
abandonment of important sectors 
in northern Burma by the Japa- 
nese continues, with mounting evi- 
dence that the —— oN = 

lan major stand nor ry) 
i the Associated Press said 
today. 

The Japanese, suffering their 
most decisive defeat on the Asiatic 
mainland since the war began, were 
backpedalling along many jungle 
trails and roads north and west of 
Mandalay. Generally the British, 
Chinese and American units, strik- 
ing in half a dozen ways, were about 
100 miles away from Mandalay, city 
of 150,000 located in approximately 
the geographic center of Burma, 

Northwest of Mandalay, the Brit- 
ish 14th Army, after moving east 
from the Chindwin River, was about 
18 miles from the communications 
center of Yeu, while combined 
troops of the 14th Army and the 
British 36th Division were down the 
Myitkyina-Mandalay railroad line 
striking also in the general direction 














of Yeu. British columns were re- 
ported to have advanced nine miles 
toward Yeu in the past 48 hours. 


The Japanese were leaving be- 
hind suicide squadrons of rear- 
guards in slight strength who were 
vainly contesting the advance. The 
Japs were-beginning to destroy the 
railway from Yeu to Monywa, a 
rail line which is probably the back- 
bone of the Japanese supply line 
north and west of Mandalay. 

Down the railroad line and near 
the Irawaddy River other British 
columns were moving, while west 
of the river two Chinese units, the 
22nd Division and the 38th were 
driving toward Mandalay in spear- 
heads paralleling the British. Amer- 
icans were with the 38th. 

In other fighting in Burma, on 
the far west coast in Arakan Pro- 
vince, troops of the 15th Indian 
Corps were making ready to attack 
the port city of Akyab on the Bay 
of Bengal, while on just the oppo- 
site side of Burma, near the Chi- 
nese frontier, Chinese units under 
the command of Lt. Gen. Daniel I. 
Sultan, who succeeded General 
Joseph Stilwell in the Burma region, 
were driving westwards into Burma 
after crossing the China border and 
taking Loiwing yesterday. 


Russian Takes Salute 
At British War Collec 


LONDON, Dec. 31 — Maj. Gen. 
A. V. Vasiliev, head of the Russian 
Military Mission to Britain, took 
the salute teday at the passing- 
out parade at the Royal Military 
College, Sandhurst. 

This is the first time in the his- 
tory of Sandhurst that a Russian 
officer has been invited to attend 
the ceremony. 

In an interview after the cere- 
mony, General Vasiliev said he had 
been much impressed by a most 
important training program with 
up-to-date methods. 





More Liberal Government 
Offered China By Chiang 


CHUNGKING, Dec. 31 (UP) — 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek in 
a New Year's message to China de- 
clared that a "People’s Congress 
should be convened to adopt a 
constitution which will enable the 
Kuomintang to transfer the power 
of government to the people.” 

Before this can be brought about, 
Chiang said, the military situation 
must be stabilized and a counter- 
offensive launched with great as- 
surance of victory. 








‘Bleckeout Regulations 
In Eternal City Lifted 


ROME, Dec. 31—Rome received 





a New Year’s gift today with the ||. 


announcement that the blackout 
in this city has been ended after 


three and a half years. The Ital- |. - 
ian Ministry of the Interior, fol- |* 


lowing an agreement with the 
Allied Command, announced the 


ligh are permitted providing 
lights can be extinguished imme- 
diately in the event of an air 
raid alert. 
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MacArthur Blasts 








Traiforous Filipinos|,* 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 31—Gen-| 
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eral Douglas MacArthur issued a| 


warning today against all Filipinos 
who might be tempted to give vol- 


untary aid to the Japanese, De-|& 


claring he had evidence of treason- 
able activities, General. MacArthur 
announced that he proposed to re- 


move such persons from any po- “ 


sitions of political or economic in- 
fluence in the Philippines and hold 
them in restraint for the duration. 

Reporting that Japanese rem- 
nants are still being hunted down 
on Leyte Island, General MacAr- 
thur said that the enemy had suf- 
fered 3,549 additional casualties in 
mopping-up operations during the 
past week, bringing total losses to 
116,770. 

In a review of the 68-day Leyte 
campaign, he announced that the 
Japanese 35th Army was destroyed. 
It comprised the Ist, 16th, 26th and 
102nd divisions of the 68th Brigade 
and major elements of the 8th and 
30th Divisions. The troops came 
from all parts of Japanese-held 
Asia including China, Manchuria, 
the central Visayas, Formosa and 
Korea. They were opposed by an 
almost equal strength of six 
American divisions, the 1st Cavalry, 
the 1lth Airborne, the 7th, 24th, 
Tith and 96th Infantry Divisions. 

The United Press reported today 
that the German Transocean 
Agency in a Tokyo dispatch re- 
viewing the Philippine fighting 
predicted that American troops 
would assault Luzon Island before 
the battles on Leyte and Mindoro 
were over. That invasion, the 
agency said, "will lead to the de- 
cisive battle in the great Asiatic 
war.” 


Luzon, Transocean said, is really 
the object of the U. S. attack and 
"all previous operations must be 
regarded merely as preparation for 
the coming all-out offensive 
against it.” 

Meanwhile there was no further 
report of the huge American troop 
convoy Tokyo said was seen moving 
through the inland water passages 
of the Philippines heading toward 
Mindoro. Although the Americans 
have not confirmed the report, it 
is possible that the convoy was 
bringing reinforcements to the 
troops invading Mindoro. 


Air Service 


HELSINKI, Dec. 31—An agree- 
ment has been reached between 
Finland and the Soviet Union which 
will permit Finnish planes to resume 
air traffic between Finland and 
Sweden, it was announced by the 





IT’S PRETTY, BUT OH, BROTHER! 
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It’s a white New Year, too, in sections of the chilled 5th Army front. Snow adds to the dif- 
ficulties here in Castel del Rio after a recent freeze across the Italian fighting area. Very 
pretty, but it doesn’t help road conditions, 5th Army drivers report. 
















(Photo through PWB) 





Polish Government 
Calls For Support 


LONDON, Dec. 31—Count Wlady- 
slaw Raczkiewicz, President of the 
Polish-in-Exile Government today 
called on all Poles to "rally round 
the rightful Government” and 
"spare no effort in supporting it,” 
the Associated Press reported. Th 
agency added that observers in- 
terpreted the message as a call for 
an all-out fight with the Lublin 
Committee of National Liberation 
for home strength. 

Meanwhile, the Polish Peasant 

rty’s weekly, Futro Polski, de- 
ivered a strong editorial attack on 
the Polish Government in Exile. 
While the article was unsigned, the 
influential London newspaper Sun- 
day Observer stated that it was 
“undoubtedly” written by the 
party’s leader, ex-Premier Stanislaw 
Mikolajezyk, who resigned recently 
when he could not rally the support 
of his cabinet in his efforts to seek 
an agreement with Russia. 

The artic'e, which was interpreted 
in the British capital as an "im- 
portant event” in Polish politics, 
asserted that the opponents of 
Mikolajezyk’s policy. of seeking 
friendship with Russia had banked 
on Soviet military defeats instead of 
victories, and when the Allies in- 
vaded Europe, had hoped the Brit- 
ish and Americans would reach Po- 
land before the Red Army. 

The opposition, the Peasant 
party’s statement said, therefore 
opposed instructions to the Polish 
underground to cooperate with the 
Red Army and attacked Mikola- 





Helsinki radio today. 


jezyk’s visits to Moscow. 





Norwegian P 


atriot Chief 


Promises Victory In ’45 





LONDON, Dec. 31 (AP)—Crown 
Prince Olaf, the Commander in 
Chief of the Norwegian Forces of 
Liberation, broadcast a New Year’s 
speech to his people from London 
last night in which he said that 
the Norwegian Government was 
"endeavoring with all the means at 
our disposal to come to your assis- 
tance. Many of you will soon ex- 
perience fulfillment of your desire 
to make an active contribution in 
accordance with your training. Your 
opportunity will surely come.” 

The speech coincided with an 
announcement by a Norwegian Gov- 
ernment spokesman that the Ger- 
mans were launching Commando 
raids against defenseless villages 
along the coasts of Norway. 

The reference in the speech to 
those who would "make an active 
contribution in accordance with 
training,” evidently was meant for 
the Norwegian patriots who have 





Nazis since the first days of the 
invasion. 

These patriots have been very 
active in the past six weeks, an 
official Norwegian source disclosed. 
In that time, 30 henchmen of Quis- 
ling have been “liquidated.” Among 
the most prominent of these were 
Ivar Grande, one of Quisling’s chief 
agents since April, 1940; Reidar 
Voigt, perhaps the most hated of 
German lackeys, and Bjarbe Karl- 
sen, an Oslo traitor turned informer. 

"Hardly a day passes now,” the 
source said, ’without some Quisling 
creature, who has worked for the 
Germans, being shot or liquidated.” 

In the speech, the Crown Prince 
promised his people victory in 1945 
but warned them that ”very great 
trials, struggles and suffering” still 
lie ahead. He assured the people 
that their suffering and loss would 
not be forgotten in the hour of lib- 
eration, which, he said, cannot be 
far distant. 

He also sent greetings, in his 
message, to their "compatriots in 





been fighting and sabotaging the 


Sweden.” 





Germans Shoot Messengers 
Delivering Soviet Ultimatum 





MOSCOW, Dec. £1—The Germans shot and killed last Friday 
two Soviet messengers bringing an ultimatum to the garrison in 
Budapest. One Russian officer was shot before he could deliver 
the message; the second was killed on his way back from the 
German lines. According to the Moscow radio yesterday both 


€/ messengers were traveling in cars flying huge white flags. 


The ultimatum was drawn up by Marshal Fedor Tolbukhin, 
commander of the 3rd Ukrainian Army, and Marshal Rodion Mal- 





U. §. Asks Reasons 
For Yank Murders 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 31 (ANS)— 
The United States, in its strongest 
protest of the war to Germany, 
called the Reich to explain for the 
mass murder by Nazi forces in Bel- 
gium “of all but 15 of a group of 
about 130 American soldiers and 
officers” captured in the recent 
enemy counteroffensive action. 

The announcement by the State 
Department said: ’"The Depart- 
ment of State is forwarding the 
strongest possible protest to the 
German government through Swiss 
authorities with regard to the kill- 
ing by* German forces near Mal- 
medy, Belgium, of all but 15 of a 
group of about 130 American sol- 
diers and officers who had been 
taken prisoners by a German tank 
corps and stripped of their equip- 
ment.” 

American war correspondents 
who interviewed the handful of 
survivors said that the Americans 
were lined up and machine gunned 
by their captors. 

The Malmedy mass murder was 
one of a series of recent German 
actions which the United States, 
Great Britain and Russia are 
pledged to punish. Roosevelt, 
Churchill and Stalin have warned 
the Nazis repeatedly that they will 
be brought to account for their 
atrocities. Roosevelt has said in the 
past that such war criminals will 
be tracked down to the ends of the 
earth if necessary to assure that 
they will receive their proper pun- 
ishment. 

The Associated Press commented 
that the protest was the strongest 
by this government on enemy treat- 
ment of prisoners since disclosure 
of Japan’s treatment of American 
and Filipino prisoners who were 
compelled to make the “death 
march of Bataan” after the fall of 
the Philippines early in 1942. 

The United States also protested 
to Japan for the execution of an 
unrevealed number of American 
fliers captured after Lt. Gen. James 
H. Doolittle led the historic first 
raid on Tokyo on April 18, 1942. 





+inovsky, commander of the 2nd 


Ukrainian Army. These are the 
two armies that completed the 
developing movement that cut off 
the German and Hungarian gar- 
rison in Budapest. 

The ultimatum was addressed to 
the commanding officer of the gar- 
rison and to the commanders of 
the units besieged in the Hungarian 
capital. ‘The document told of the 
completion of the Soviet encircle- 
ment, of Russian successes in 
Czechoslovakia, of the Red Army 
drive to wipe out the cut off and 
encircled German. divisions in 
Latvia. 


NO HELP POSSIBLE 


”No one can give you help,” it 
continued. "The situation of the 
remnants of German troops in Hun- 
gary and of Hungarian units which 
as yet have not laid down their 
arms is hopeless. All retreat roads 
for you are cut off. 

”Any further resistance is sense- 
less and will lead only to the an- 
nihilation of your troops, a large 
number of victims of the peaceful 
population and destruction of the 
Hungarian capital.” 

Instructions were then given on 
how the ultimatum would be deliv- 
ered and to whom the answer must 
be handed. The alternative, con- 
cluded the document, was annihila- 
tion of the garrison, with respon- 
sibility for the bloodshed and the 
destruction of Budapest and its 
civilians resting on the enemy. 

At 11 AM on Friday they started 
on their journey. One Soviet officer 
started from the southeastern out- 
skirts of Budapest. Despite clear 
visibility, the Moscow report said, 
the Germans opened with rifle, 
machine gun and artillery fire, kill- 
ing the Soviet officer in the white- 
flagged car. 


SECOND VICTIM 


The second Soviet officer started 
from the west bank. He was taken 
to the German staff headquarters. 
The German command refused to 
accept the ultimatum or to hold 
any conference. As the messenger 
was on his way back to his lines, 
he was shot in the back and killed” 

”*The history of modern wars does 
not know such crimes,” the Moscow 
radio said. "As far as memory goes, 
messengers have retained the right 
to be untouched. This law is tradi- 
tional, and it was written down in 
the Assen Convention of 1907. The 
Hitlerite savages once more showed 
to the whole world that for them 
there is no written law.” 
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TWINS BOOST INCOME 





Aurelio, 29, of Chicago, making 


Two new additions to the family are held by Cpl. Frank 


Nat RS 








him one of Uncle Sam’s highest 


paid corporals. His monthly income: 284 dollars. Mrs. Aure‘io, 
holding 2-year-old John, Ronald, 6, and Mary, 4, look on. 
There are nine children in the Aurelio family. 





Champion Liar Fibs About Sex, 
Cops 1944. Whopper Crown 





BURLINGTON, Wis., Dec. 31 (ANS)—O. C. Hulett, president 
of the Burlington Liars Club, admitted today that judges of the 
club’s annual New Year’s contest to choose the world’s champion 
liar had been hoodwinked by a girl, but said they would award her 


the title regardless. 


The winner was Wac Capt. Hope Harrin, who signed her name 





19 Germans Sought 
In Imperial Valley 


EL CENTRO, Calif., Dec. 31 
(ANS)—The search for 19 German 
prisoners of war who escaped 
Christmas from an Arizona intern- 
ment camp centered in the imperial 
Valley today after a woman re- 
ported she fed two roughly attired 


men who spoke with "thick ac- 
cents,” possibly German. 
Twenty-five prisoners escaped 


from the camp near Phoenix but 
six were recaptured. 

The United Press reported that 
Mrs. Magdalena Ortiz, mother of 
bantamweight boxing champion 
Manuel Ortiz, told Sheriff Robert 
W. Ware that two men came to her 
door and asked for food. She said 
she believed they were "poor hun- 
gry wanderers” and gave them 
food. 

Later the men visited the nearby 
home of Mrs. J. Mejias and again 
asked for food. Mrs. Mejias said she 
had heard of the escape. She be- 
came suspicious and went to a 
nearby store to telephone authori- 
ties but by the time she returned 
the men had left. 

All law enforcement officers were 
alerted and the entire area was 
checked for further reports of the 
men, 


+as Capt. Hope Harrin and con- 


vinced the judges she was a GI 
wolf who had a recipe for air- 
mailing dehydrated blondes to the 
boys overseas. 

The lie was chosen the biggest 
whopper of 1944 and marked the 
first time that a woman has won 
the championship. 

Capt. Harrin, former Conway, 
Ark., school teacher now assigned to 
the Quartermaster Corps of the Eu- 
ropean Theater of Operations, won 
the judges’ nod on the recipe for 
producing dehydrated blondes to 
add the feminine touch to GI iron 
rations, a project on which some 
cf the most active GI minds have 
been concentrating hopelessly ever 
since the war began. 

This is her story: "I wrote my 
girl, a petite blonde, to go to a plant 
that processes fresh vegetables for 
overseas shipment and get herself 
dehydrated. She did immediately. 
Her mother put her in an envelope 
and sent her to me airmail. When 
the letter arrived I took her out, 
poured water over her and half an 
hour later she was as good as ever 
—and here with me.” 

Capt. Harrin dethroned T-Set. 
Baron S. Fonnesbeck, who told the 
prize whopper of 1943. 

Hulett, president of the Liars’ 
Club since it was founded in 1929 
as a New Year’s hometown joke, 
said Fonnesbeck, now in New 
Guinea, has written to his wife in 
Utah asking her to return the gold- 
plated medal, symbolic of the 
championship, so it may be be- 
stowed on the new champion. 








Nation’s Borrowing, 
Spendine. Collecting 
Set Record In ‘44 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 31 (ANS)— 


{In 1944 the United States collected 


spent more and borrowed 


year in history. 
Uncle Sam established world rec- 


<Jords which may stand for a long 
-|jtime. The deficit—the amount by 


which spending exceeds income— 
did not set a record. That’s con- 
sidered good news. It was still huge 
—52 billion dollars—but in 1943 it 
was 53 and one-half billion. 

An unofficial analysis of daily 
treasury statements through Dec. 
26 shows in the calendar year of 
1944: 

Net receipts, mostly taxes, will be 
nearly 45 billion dollars. Last year 
they were 34 and one-half billion. 
In 1939 they were about five billion. 

Total expenditures, not counting 


z several billions spent by government 


corporations, will hit 97 billion. Last 
year they were 88 billion. In 1939 
they were fewer than ten billion. 


<f. By subtracting net receipts from 
‘| total expenditures you arrive at the 
aforementioned deficit of 52 billion. 


Of 97 billion expenditures war 
spending amounted to 89 billion. 
Adding one and a half billion spent 
on war by the Reconstruction Fi- 
nance Corporation, the grand total 
of 1944 war costs is more than 90 
| billion. Comparable figure for last 
year was around 85 billion. To pay 
for the war, the government in- 
creased the public debt by a record- 
breaking 62 billion dollars. For the 
first time three war loans were held 
in one year. 

The total debt, tncluding obliga- 
tions guaranteed by the govern- 
ment, rose from 170 to 232 billion 
dollars. The greatest previous in- 
crease in debt in any year was 58 
billion last year. 





CHICAGO, Dec. 31 (ANS)—The 
average income per capita doubled 
in the United States during the 
five-year period from 1938 to 1943, 
the Federation of Tax Administra- 
tors said today in a report based 
on Department of Commerce data. 

Records showed a rise from 511 
dollars to an all-time high of 1,031 
dollars last year, or 52 percent more 
than during the boom year of 1929. 


Joan's Lawyer Has 
Name-Calling Flurry 


HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 31 (ANS)— 
With a blunt summing-up de- 
scribing Joan Barry as an “attrac- 
tive girl of limited intelligence” 
and Charlie Chaplin as a "runt of 
a Svengali with the instincts of a 
young bull,” attorney Joseph Scott 
wound up the paternity suit today 
against the movies’ richest comed- 
ian. 

The 77-year-old white-haired 
Scott, reminding the jury he had 
13 children himself, waved his arms 
eloquently and in ringing tones 
completed the case against Chap- 
lin, named by Miss Berry as the 
father of her baby daughter, Carol 
Ann. After the attorney had called 
Chaplin names for two and a half 
hcurs, the court was adjourned un- 
til Tuesday. 

Scott, breaking into tears at 
times, did quite a job of acting 
himself as he pleaded with the 
jury. "We have before you the man 
who is responsible for this baby’s 
existence,” he said, "and I don’t 
want to let him get away.” 

"Joan Berry,” he said, "is an at- 
tractive girl but she is a girl of 
limited intelligence and could not 
have invented her story.” 

On the other hand, he shouted, 
"Chaplin—the great genius--has a 
lcusy memory for his own conveni- 
ence.” 








| Film Colony Defends 
| Yank Speaking Style 


HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 31 (ANS) 
—Speaking in typical American 
tones, the film colony today de- 
fended the American manner of 
speaking which was recently crit- 
icjzed by Maj. Henry Adam Proc- 
tor in the British House of Com- 
mons. 

Screen star Charles Bickford 
declared: "The American voice 
needs no defense. It is a self-ex- 
planatory voice that is now being 
copied everywhere.” 

Supporting Bickford’s view- 
point were a half a dozen other 
film celebrities including Nina 
Foch, William K. Howard, Ellen 
Drew, Garry Moore, Ann Miller 
and Jane Russell. 

Miss Foch said that she would 
"have nothing to say against 
the British accent if they spoke 
like George Bernard Shaw. But 
as things stand now, I definitely 
place Boston before Oxford.” 


Rival erdies GI's 
Wife After Reunion 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 31 (ANS) 
—Two hours after Cpl. Harry E. 
Hertel, 25, was reunited with his 
wife last night after two and a half 
years overseas she was dead, a bul- 
let through her heart. 

At her side was the body of a 
man, a revolver clutched in his 
hand. Neighbors said he had been 
a frequent visitor to her apart- 
ment. 

The tragedy was enacted shortly 
after midnight in the little apart- 
ment that Mrs. Betty Hertel, 29, oc- 
cupied during her husband’s ab- 
sence. The dead man was identi- 
_ by police as Charles Serwalt, 








Detective Sgt. John McEnroe said 
Hertel told police he and his wife 
had just entered the bedroom when 
Serwalt burst into the apartment 
revolver in hand. 

Seeking help, Hertel said he ran 
downstairs where he met two 
friends on the way up to see him. 
As they met they heard Mrs. Her- 
tel scream, "Don’t! Don’t!” Two 
shots followed. Hertel and his 
friends dashed to the apartment 
where they found Mrs. Hertel 
slumped near the bedroom door, 
apparently shot as she tried to 
escape and Serwalt wounded on 
the floor. 

The soldier, on the verge of col- 
lapse, declared he "didn’t know 
what it was all about,” the police 
said. 


Weather, Military Setup 
Suspend Russian Shuttle 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 31 (ANS)— 
No consideration other than 
weather and the military situation 
are involved in the suspension of 
shuttle bombing of Germany 
through Russian bases, air force of- 
ficials emphasized today. American 
planes have not been stopped from 
flying over Russian soil and "we 
will continue to do so,” one spokes- 
man declared. 

Drew Pearson, Washington col- 
umnist, said Wednesday that 
shuttle bombing had been stopped 
because of Russian refusal to con- 
tinue to provide bases for the 
planes. 

An air force spokesman pointed 
out yesterday that many former 
targets of the shuttle bombers have 
been captured and that the current 
winter weather makes such oper- 





ations extremely difficult. 
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MISS BELINDA, I 
HOPE You'RE NOT 
ANGRY BECAUSE WE 
HEARD YOU WEEPING 
AND BARGED IN ON 
You FROM NEXT 
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FORGIVE LITTLE 
JANE, MISS BELINDA, 


You'LL HAVE TO 


“CALLED BIG JANE, 
FOR OBVIOUS 
REASONS... 








LITTLE JANE ... 
THATS SO GAY ! 
I'M OELIGHTED 


TO KNOW YOU.. 
I THINK YOU'RE 


HOLD (T! JANE, GET 
THE UEVTENANT ON 





U.S. War: Leaders 
Ask Greater Effort 
By People In ‘45 


By Army News Service 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 31 — Year- 
end reviews and forecasts fro¢n war 
leaders as compiled by the Associ- 
ated Press: 

Robert P. Patterson, Under Sec- 
retary of War: "I have found 
nothing to support the notion that 
we can dispose of Japan in short 
order once is finally 
beaten. We will have to defeat them 
the hard way.” 

J. A. Krug, chairman of the War 
Production Board: "The blunt truth 
is we are not producing war goods 
fast enough to meet the actual 
urgent demands of our forces de- 
spite the fact that the over-all 
level of munitions production ex- 
ceeds five billion a month.” 

Paul V. McNutt, chairman of the 
War Manpower Commission: "A 
manpower situation of the utmost 
seriousness confronts the country. 
Most of the places where men are 
needed are in already tight man- 
power areas where fewer workers 
are available. The jobs to be filled 
are often difficult and some of 
them relatively low paid. This very 
difficulty places a special responsi- 
bility on all of us to seek cut 
work.” 

William H. Davis, chairman of 
the War Labor Board: "We have 
had production stoppages in 1944, 
but I ask the nation to recall that 
human limitations should prepare 
us to accept something short of 
perfecticn in war production. The 
vital fact is we have achieved a 
war production greater than that 
of the rest of the wo:id combined.” 

Marvin Jones, War Food Admin- 
istrator: "The food production job 
for 1945 will be just as big and just 
as important to war and to peace 
as it was in 1944.” 

Chester Bowles, head of the 
Office of Price Administration: "I 
think the vast majority of Ameri- 
can people have a right to be proud 
of the record they have maintained 
during the past year in the fight to 
protect their earnings and their 
savings by keeping living costs in 
line, but the job is far from fin- 
ished. The most critical part of this 
fight still lies ahead.” 

Fred M. Vinson, director of the 
Office of Economic Stabilization: 
"The government’s economic stabil- 
ization policy has met with reascn- 
able success during 1944. We can- 
not afford to relax éur efforts dur- 
ing 1945. V-day will not guarantee 
us victory against inflation.” 

Monroe Johnson, director of the 
Office of Defense Transportation: 
"With two wars raging at once the 
months ahead will bring increases 
in the need for war supplies and 
the movement of military person- 
nel.” 

Rear Admiral Hewlett Thebaud, 
director of Naval Intelligence, and 
Maj. Gen, Clayton Bissell, Assistant 
Chief of Staff G-2, U. S. Army: 
"During the coming months there 
will be continuing redistribution: 
and commitment of the armed 
forces against specific cbjectives. 
The disclosure of information cor- 
cerning troop movements or ship- 
ping may cause great loss of life 
and treasure as well as add to the 
length of the war.” 


N. Y. License Boss Bans 
Theater Ticket Brokers 


NEW YORE, Dec. 31 (ANS)—Li- 
cense Commissioner Paul Moss has 
ruled that tickets for hit shows in 
New York—try to buy a pair—must 
be handled in the future by theater 
box offices, not by ticket brokers. 

Moss, in a new regulation, de- 
clared that when in his judgment 
the demand for tickets "far exceeds 
the number available” they will be 
testricted to box office sale or mail 
order. 

So far the order has not been in- 
voked against any theater. Angry 
ticket brokers declared the ruling 
would create a black market and 
theater operators agreed that tick- 
ets to top attractions such as "Okla- 
homa,” "Harvey,” "Bloomer Girl,” 
and "The Late George Apley” have 
been available only through brok- 
ers most of the time since they 
opened. Brokers are permitted by 
law to make a "service charge” ot 
not more than 75 cents per ticket. 


No Eell 


NEW YORK, Dec. 31 (ANS) — 
Publicity directors for the Broad- 
way hit, "A Bell for Adano,” said 
the Washington committee for the 
celebration of the President’s birth- 
day had cancelled a request for a 
special m performance 
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1944—not the biggest news year 
for America, although it was for the 
world at large. When the flag of 
the Rising Stn joins the swastikas’ 
wlors in the conquerors’ closet— 
that will bo America’s year. 

But it was a headaching year for 
American editors, faced not only 
with wars galore, but also with the 
myriad events which only the U. S. 
can produce. Only the U. S. for 
instance, would hold a national elec- 
tion in the midst of global war. 
That and the wars were headlines 
enough. 

Yet there were also national trag- 
edies to report—Hartford’s terrible 
circus fire, the Cleveland and Port 
Chicago blasts, not to mention hur- 
ricanes, floods. Death came to Al 
Smith, George W. Norris, Irvin S. 
Cobb—and particularly untimely to 
Wendell Willkie and Raymond Clap- 
per. Nations chose America for 
important parleys—Bretton Woods, 
Dumbarton Oaks, the International 
Aviation Conference. The fourth 
term was just one of many impor- 
tant election stories; a strongly 
Democratic Congress took over; iso- 
lationism tottered with the Fish, 
Nye defeats; the Socialist party was 
admittedly defunct; and the Dies 
Committee died. 


NEWSMAKING GIs 


There was just so much newsprint, 
but when the U. S. serviceman was 
sailing, invading or holding, he also 
hit the headlines on other counts. 

Editors played up his "GI Bill of 
Rights,” his demobilization hopes, 
his America-bound overseas wives, 
his vote, his medal-wearing heroes 


home for a rest, his accidental fa- 
therhoods. His American generals 
and admirals became familiar by 
the score—Bradley, Patton, Hodges, 
Stilwell, Clark, Truscott, McNar- 
ney, Eaker, Patch, Smith, Halsey, 
Kincaid, Spruance—while those al- 
ready prominent Eisenhower, 
Marshall, Arnold, MacArthur, 
King, Nimitz and Leahy—received 
a fifth star. 


MERRY-GO-ROUND 


Washington burst with more bul- 
letins than government girls: no 
action against Admiral Kimmel or 
General Short; Forrestal for Knox; 
Stettinius for Hull; our own ro- 
bomb; sedition trial ended; De 
Gaulle visits; the Norden bombsight 
works like this; FDR said ‘damn’ 
in the booth; a shortage of ammu- 
nition and a brake to reconversion; 
Nazi POWs in the U. S. are treated 
according to the rules; universal 
military service?; the ciggies are 
somewhere; they'll come bigger 
than the Super Fort; another bond 
drive; the PAC is Senate-investi- 
gated and pronounced legal. 

When Washington did not do it, 
newsworthy names from all over 
the Americas grayed more editorial 
hairs. They popped up—Esquire 
Magazine and Postmaster Walker; 
Mairzy Doats; the Diligenti quints 
of Argentina; "Little Boy Blue;” 
Jon Hall, Sinatra, Chaplin, Noel 
Coward, and Catherine Searles and 
the bear in the zoo. 

All these, and the casualty lists 
too—lists which every day, and par- 
ticularly on D-day, caused the edi- 
tors and all Americans to grit 
themselves, pray and (the soldiers 
hoped) vow to keep the faith. 

















They Came Thick, Fast-- 
A Newsman’s Carnival 


Headline H 





ighligt 











Stars and Stripes 
Top 20 Newsbreaks 














The year was a 50-ring circus, crammed with main events 
and exciting sideshows. The world’s eyes and ears were dizzy 
trying to keep the news in focus, as global energies continued 
to be directed on making war and as the problems of peace- 
to-be loomed larger and larger. It was a year with which his- 
torians would grapple—the greatest news year in history. 

Back home, drawing up their customary lists of the biggest headline- 


makers, editors found the normal number of ten too confining; more 
than 30 would have qualified as "great stories” in any other year. They 


settled on a list of 20. 


Looking at ’44 through the headlines of a soldier-newspaper in Italy, 
The Stars and Stripes staff also felt cramped with 20 choices. Of those 
chosen by the editorial staffs in Rome and Naples, the first three jibed 
with the selections of U. S. editors. Elsewhere, the civilian and mili- 
tary newsmen reflected differences explained best by their audiences 
and their places of publication. The soldier viewpoint was, at any rate, 
more international than the eivilian. 


For example, in the final tally, 
Rome’s fall rated lower at home 
than it did in Italy; while a big 
home event—the Hartford Circus 
Fire—rated only 15th on The Stars 
and Stripes list. 

The Normandy invasion was No. 
1 everywhere. No story in history 
has had a bigger build-up. The 
world, Allied and Axis, hed been 
primed for the event ever since the 
Germans swept through to the 
beaches of Dunkirk. An armada of 
3,200 transports and landing craft, 
guarded by 800 warships and 11,000 
aircraft, crossed the turbulent Eng- 
lish Channel and breached the At- 
lantic Wall, clamping, with the 
Russians, an inexorable vise on the 
Reich. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s reelec- 
tion as head of the American de- 
mocracy followed a hot political 
campaign and made precedents. 
The American people in their first 
wartime election since 1864 had re- 
turned a president for a fourth term. 
Soldier votes from Guadalcanal to 
Geilenkirchen helped swell the 
President’s electoral score to 432, as 
against Gov. Thomas E. Dewey’s 99. 
The world was a little awed as, in 
the midst of war, America voted 
for a president. 


TURNING POINTS 


Third top headline went to the 
dramatic Philippines invasion as 
General Douglas MacArthur re- 
turned as promised to avenge 
America’s humiliating Bataan and 
Corregidor defeats. It was unques- 
tionably the turning point of the 
Pacific war. That the Japs knew 
it was evidenced a few days later 
when its fleet ventured out of hid- 
ing and was roundly trounced by 
@ resurgent U. S. Navy, more than 
recovered from Pearl Harbor, 


The Russian summer offensive 
which freed Soviet soil of Nazis 
and struck toward the heart of 
German militarism in East Prussia 
was fourth choice. History was 
made every day on the never-static 
eastern front; Finland, Rumania, 
Bulgaria out of the war; an end to 
Leningrad’s epic siege. Even Tur- 
key’s break with the Reich was 
tied to it; in a quieter year, the 
break would have made banner 
spreads. It didn’t in 1944. 


If it had succeeded, the bomb plot 
against Hitler would have made the 
first or second spot on the year’s 
news parade. Combined with the 
"generals’ revolt,” the purge of the 
Nazi High Command, and Hein- 
rich Himmler’s rise to power, the 
blast which slightly injured Der 
Feuhrer easily made number five 
spot. 

ANOTHER BLITZ 


Soldier and civilian editors both 
rated Germany’s V-weapons in 
sixth place as London was blitzed 
again, this time by startling flying 
bombs and great rockets. Warfare, 
military analysts agreed, had been 
revolutionized by the desperate 
Nazis. The remaining isolationists 
in the United States had very little 
left to rely on. 

In Italy, the fall of Rome on June 
5 was the event which paid off the 
defeats at Cassino and the bloody 
months at Anzio. For all troops who 
fought against the hard under- 
belly of Europe, the Allied entry 
into Rome was a streamer event, 
and six months later it still rated 
seventh place in soldier-newsmen’s 
headline selections. 

The Super Fortress raids on 
Tokyo, beginning July 7, placed 
next on The Stars and Stripes list. 
Later word cautioned against over- 
optimism, but nevertheless. the 
Tokyo bombings marked a new, 
vital phase of the Pacific war. The 
end-of-the-year German counter- 
drive in Luxembourg and Belgium 


These 20 news stories were 
selected as the most signifi- 
cant of 1944 by the editorial 
staffs of The Stars and Stripes 
at Rome and Naples. 


1. Normandy Invasion 

2. FDR Reelection 
Philippines Invasion 
Russian Summer Drives 
Hitler Bomb Plot 
V-weapons 

Fall of Rome 

B-29s over Tokyo 
German Counterdrive 
Sweep through France 
South France Invasion 
China Shakeup 

Greek Civil Strife 

. Jap Navy Defeat 
Hartford Circus Fire 
Willkie Death 
Dumbarton Oaks 
Rumanian Surrender 
Jap South China Drive 
Liberation of Paris 








3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 














took ninth place. Although it was 
still too early to tell much about the 
surprise thrust meant, no one 
doubted it was a climactic event. 

The Allied dash through north- 
ern France past Paris and the 
southern France invasion were the 
next choices—and many a news- 
man’s head shook in wonder that 
such global stories were so out- 
rated—it was an unbelievable year. 


MAJOR CRISES 


China, after seven years of war, 
was cut in two by a Jap offensive, 
and a resounding crisis produced 
the recall of Genera] ’’Vinegar Joe” 
Stilwell from that theater and 
caused a major shakeup in the 
Chinese High Command. On the 
other side of the world, in Greece, 
British and Royal Greek troops 
fought with ELAS guerrillas in 
Athens. Surrounding this revolt and 
civil troubles in such other coun- 
tries as Italy and Belgium lay 
some of the problems faced by a 
world approaching peace. 

Only slightly less troublesome as- 
pects of postwar problems broke into 
the news through many parleys and 
conferences, from the Dumbarton 
Oaks security talks in Washington, 
D. C., to the meeting of General 
Charles de Gaulle with Premier Jo- 3 
seph Stalin in Moscow. The latter, 
however, did not make the service- 
men’s list. 

Strictly home-front events which 
*made’ The Stars and Stripes poll 
were the Hartford, Conn., circus fire 
and the retirement and death of 
Wendell Willkie. When the big top 
of Ringling Bros., Barnum and 
Bailey leaped into flames at Hart- 
ford, panic spread through an audi- 
ence of 6,000 and 168 died in the 
mad rush for safety. 

The death of Wendell Willkie, 
rated as a domestic story, also had 
a strong international note. Few 
defeated candidates for the U. S. 
Presidency ever held so respected a 
name; he was mourned everywhere. 

So passed 1944. The year to fol- 
low would have to go some to equal 
it in newsworthiness. 


| MacArthur 
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Two years ago, Victory’s torch be- 
gan to burn. The flame glowed 
feebly at first. It flared brilliantly 
when Italy surrendered in Septem- 
ber. By the end of 1943, the flame 
was high and steadfast. 

The year 1943 was also a news- 
packed year. In the life of the 
Mediterranean soldier, the high- 
lights were: the ending of the Tun- 
isian campaign in an overwhelming 
victory; the invasion of Sicily; the 
landings across the Messina straits 
and at Salerno, and Italy’s capitu- 
lation. 

History was made elsewhere too. 
Roosevelt and Churchill met at 


Casablanca in January. Russia 
crushed the German 6th Army et 
Stalingrad in the war’s mmwev raver 
battle the following month, turning 
the tide against the Nazis for good. 

After Casablanca came other sig- 
nificant conferences of United Na- 
tions leaders—at. Moscow, Cairo, 
Teheran. General Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower was appointed Supreme Al- 
lied Commander to lead the prom- 
ised "second front.” Berlin and Ger- 
many’s industrial cities began to 
feel the might of the Allies’ air of- 
fensives. 

Out in the Pacific, crushing blows 
were launched against the Japa- 
nese in the Solomons, the Aleutians, 
New Guinea and the Gilberts. 

In the Atlantic, German U-boats 
lost their battle against Allied mer- 
chant shipping. 

In July of 1943, Rome was 
bombed for the first time by the 
Allies. Other Allied raids burned 
the great Ploesti oilfields in Ru- 
mania. To the east, a severe famine 
swept India. 

The top stories at home in 1943 
were the coal strikes centering 
around black-browed John L. 
Lewis, pay-as-you-go taxes, De- 
troit race riots, the wreck of the 
Congressional Limited and the rais- 
ing of the French liner Normandie. 


1945 -- 


A lot of American soldiers over- 
seas are doing some predicting 
about 1945—most of it concerning 
their chances of getting home. At 
home, meanwhile, a lot of soldiers 
are guessing how soon they’ll get 
overseas. Neither segment is much 
concerned with predicting on a 
bigger scale. They leave such to 
people like editors. 

Here, then, is what 12 Associated 
Press editors saw last week when 
they peeked into the world’s hour 
glass: 

WAR—The European war should 
end in 1945, but it will be a miracle 
if the Allies defeat the Japs short 
of 1946. The end of the war in Eu- 
rope will release a flood of politico- 
social upheavals — some bloody— 
which will sweep all of Europe. 
China will hit rock-bottom and will 
depend on the Allies to rescue her. 


INDUSTRY — Scarcities in the 
States will persist through 1945. 
Fuel rationing is likely to hang 
around until the end of the Jap 
war. The U. S. transportation sys- 
tems will continue to be strained. 


LABOR — After Germany’s fall 
there will probably be a large back- 
home movement among the pres- 
ent 16,500,000 women workers. Also, 
thousands of men will leave their 
war jobs. 

SCIENCE—Rapid progress will be 
made toward faster and all-around- 
improved planes, using jet and 
rocket propulsion. 

SPORTS—Many athletes, some of 
them ”bums,” discharged from the 
services, will be back to start the 
greatest boom in sports history. A 
Billy Conn-Joe Louis fight will top 
the return of big gates, new boxing 
faces and cauliflowered ears. 

POLITICS—The GOP high com- 
mand may change. Herbert Brown- 
ell, Jr., may step out as national 
chairman. Gov. Thomas E. Dewey 
will patch fences for his 1946 re- 
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election to the New York governor- 

ship. If he wins that, he’ll be in 

the Presidential picture again in 
8. 


The AP men made no predictions 
about demobilization or what will 
happen to Hitler, his cohorts, or his 
erstwhile Reich, 
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The world album of 1944 will carry Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Winston Churchill, Joseph Stalin and Adolf Hitler on the first 
four pages, where it has carried them since war swept the world 
in 1939. The camera merely caught them in new poses. 


President Roosevelt is shown 
riding in the rain in an open 
car for an hour and a half to 
confound rumors that 12 years of 
the United States presidency have 
led him to the doors of death. 

Prime Minister Churchill is 
snapped facing Parliament with the 
same bulldog jut of the jaw, this 
time employing masterful oratory 
not to strengthen the Allied fight- 
ing spirit but to explain why British 
soldiers and Greeks are fighting 
each other. 

Joseph Stalin, too, is caught on 
the rostrum, his black eyes inscrut- 
able as with the effect of a time- 
bomb he labels Japan an aggressor 
nation. 

Adolf Hitler is hard to make out 
this time. His tense fanatic eyes 
are there but Der Fuehrer is almost 
lost in the shadow cast by the Ges- 
tapo cloak of Heinrich Himmler, 
whose school-teacher face and 
brass-knuckled hands are sharply 
in the foreground. 

On page five is 
the face of a man 
on whose direction 
of history’s great- 
est invasion the 
fate of a world 
rested. In Gen- 
eral Dwight D. 

Eisenhower's wide 
steely- 


mouthed, 
eyed flexible face 
the world looked— 


and was awed 
that a man with 
such immense re- 
sponsibili-; 
ties could smile so % 
boyishly. 

After him come portraits of tall 
General Charles de Gaulle, striding 
through the doors of Notre Dame 
Cathedral in a rain of bullets; of 
Yugoslavia’s Tito escaping from 
Nazi paratroopers; of General 
Henri Giraud in guarded retire- 
ment; of aged Marshal Petain pack- 
ing up to leave for a Germany he 
fought in 1914; of General Chiang 
Kai-shek watching the onrushing 
Japs with one eye and his unused 
Communist army with the other; 
of Dr. Alexander Fleming, whose 
penicillin discoveries made possible 
in 1944 a great alleviation of human 
suffering, and promised incalcu- 
lably more. 

In the 1944 album of the world, 
each nation has its own section de- 
voted to the men whose deeds or 
misdeeds gave them more national 
fame than world notice. Italy has 
its Count Carlo Sforza and Ivanoe 
Bonomi; Belgium its Pierlot; Greece 
its Papandreou; Japan its fallen 
Tojo; Argentina its Peron; Hungary 
its Horthy; Canada its Mackenzie 
King; Finland its Mannerheim, and 
Germany its robomb inventors. 

America’s national album is the 
liveliest, one proof of democracy’s 
great vitality. In politics, the cam- 








era clicked at moustached Thomas 
E. Dewey, dark horse Harry Tru- 
man, labor leader 

Sidney Hillman 

and Clare Boothe 

Luce. In govern- 

ment it snapped 

the last photo of 

tireless Navy Sec- 

retary Frank 

Knox and a wv. 

shot of his succes- 

sor, James V. For- 

restal; and as 

greying Cordell 

: Hull retired, it fo- 

cussed on young 

white-haired Ed- 

ward R. Stettin- 

i ~~ dus, Jr. 

And there is room in America’s 
album for industry’s Paul Bunyan, 
Henry Kaiser; slick-suited Eric 
Johnston of the U. S. Chamber of 
Commerce, trying to _ reconcile 
American competition with Russian 
collectivism; James C. Petrillo, the 
music-maker; Montgomery Ward’s 
Sewell Avery, flanked by two 
soldiers; and Rev. Stanislaus Orle- 
manski of Massachusetts, who vis- 
ited Moscow and embarrassed his 
church. 

Not to forget 
the candid shots 
of Bob Hope’s ski- 
nose; Frank Sin- 
atra’s bobby 
socks; Pat Dane’s 
shoulder; Joan 
Berry’s indiscre- 
tions; Ernie Pyle’s 
GIness; ”"Com- 
mando” Kelly’s 
Mom; Wayne Lo- 
nergan’s murder trial; Li’l Abner’s 
closest squeak yet to matrimony— 
and, in a special section, the slog- 
ging, sweating, fighting infantry- 
man, as typified in cartoonist Bill 
Mauldin’s "Willie and Joe.” 





Editors Back Home 
Make Their Choices 


The Associated Press chose 
these top 15 stwries for 1944. 
1. Normandy Invasion 
2. FDR Reelection 
3. Philippines Invasion 
B-29s over Japan 
Hitler Bomb Plot 
German V-weapons 
Hartford Circus Fire 
Russian Drive 
Death of Wendell Willkie 
Balkan Crackup 
CIO-PAC in Politics 
. Recall of Gen. Stilwell 
Postwar Parleys 
Marianas Campaign 
Fall of Paris 


— 
SO RIM 
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DOG GONE TALL 
Dear Editor: 

A few days ago, there appeared 
the story of an evacuation hos- 
pital which had floated away. 
There was also a sergeant whose 
poor dog "Skippy” slept for three 
days after having eaten some mor- 
Phine tablets which floated by in 
the water. Well, sergeant, those 
stories belong not in a news 
column but in some "Tall Stories 
Club.” 

In 14 years of pharmacy, we have 
never seen a morphine tablet that 
could float, especially so those 
available in the Army. A good 
strong sneeze would dissolve them. 

Enough of these human interest 
fairy tales. 

—Sgt. George S. Quartin 


WHAT PRICE BLOOD? 


Dear Editor: 

After reading Sgt. Milton Man- 
ker’s letter, I am in no condition 
to give my monthly blood dona- 
tion, due to it having reached the 
boiling point. I-can assure the ser- 
geant, through authentic verifica- 
tion, that a large number of the 
fellows I came across with signed 
up to donate blood before they were 
aware that any remuneration was 
involved. They gave, were handed 
a ten-spot, told to sign their name 
and be off. Perhaps the sergeant 
was never in need of some ready 
cash. 

I am certain every man on this 
side is well aware of the need of a 
blood bank. Your article seems to 
infer that the ten bucks is prof- 
fered as an inducement. I have been 
over here less than seven months 
have given blood six times and have 
been turned down twice! True, I 
took the money each time, but in 
complete ignorance of the fact it 
(the money, not the blood) would 
have been used to the betterment 
of my buddies. 

—Pvt. Albert J. Milam 


ELLA’S SLIP 
Dear Editor: 

I don’t think that Miss Ella Lo- 
gan meant to slight combat sol- 
diers of the 5th Army but that’s 
just what she did when she said 
that her ambition is to ride back to 
the States on a troop ship loaded 
with soldiers all wearing 5th Army 
patches. Like most civilians, she 
doesn't know that troops of the line 
wear their own division insignia 
and never the 5th Army patch. 

—Pvt. Oswald Jett 





WRITE YOUR PUBLISHER 


Dear Editor: 

For the last several days, I have 
noticed that the mail clerk of my 
organization had an increase in 
work. Good, that makes us all 
happy. A great deal of this work 
is unnecessary, however, for half 
of his time is used in readdressing 
newspapers or magazines to men 
who left this outfit up to six months 
ago. If this is true in all outfits, 
there is little wonder that news- 
papers are always late in reaching 
them. 

I am sure the APO would be glad 
to furnish one and all of you who 
haven't bothered to forward your 
correct address to the publisher, a 
GI form with which to do so. 

I believe packages would reach 
us two days earlier if the APO 
wasn’t having to handle so much 
unnecessarily readdressed mail. 
Let’s get a card or V-mail on the 
way today to your publisher. You 
will be aiding the APO and mail 
clerk, but most of all, you will be 
helping yourself. 

—Cpl. Ralph L. Faires 


CLASS DISTINCTION 


Dear Editor: 

Many letters have appeared in 
Mail Call on the subject of veter- 
ans’ organizations. I would not care 
to join any veterans’ organization 
unless it was solidly for enlisted 
men. 

Since I have been overseas I have 
grown usec to separate clubs, rest 
cams, hotels, etc., and have ccme 
to like the system; therefore, any- 
one who has the initiative to start 
a veteran’s organization for EM 
can coun! on at least one member. 

—Pfc. Charles D. Dunne 


CLEANEST MAN 


Dear Editor: 

This is a true fact about a front- 
line GI. His name is William N. 
Zane, He is an example. He spent 
some 55 consecutive days in the 
front lines. When he was relieved, 
his pants still had a crease in them 
and not a single spot. I’d like to 
know of a cleaner man—rear ech- 
elon or front lines. 

One day it was pouring rain and 
he was out shaving himself. He 
shaves every day without excep- 
tion. His shoes are always shined, 
his shoe packs always clean re- 
gardless how muddy it is. 

—S-Sgt. John Paleologos 




















STAGE 


ENSA’s Argentina Theater, Largo 
Argentina, "Soho Serenade.” — Biddy 
O'Connor, Eliza Kaye, Dennis Sisters 
and Brenda Tanner. Curtain 7:30 PM. 

SCREEN 

ARC movie house—Barberinli, Piazza 
Barberini. Four shows daily: 3:00, 5:00, 
7:00, 9:00 PM, "Dragon Seed,” Kath- 
erine Hepburn and Walter Huston— 
Held over. Also USO’s ’’Crazy Days,” 
at 3:30 and 7:30 PM. Movie at 9 PM. 

Tickets for British soldiers may 
be obtained at the information desk, 
Alexander Club — Via Venti Set- 
tembre. 

ENSA Supercinema — Via Nazionale 
and Via Agostino Depretis. "Murder 
in Thornton Square,"”’ with Charles 
Boyer. All week. Continuous from 
2:00 PM. Last show at 8:00 PM. 


CLUBS 


Visit the ARC EM Club, Casina| 


delle Rose. Conducted tours at 9:00 
AM and 2:00 PM plus daily activities. 
Snack bar open 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM. 
Monday, Jan. Ist: 


3:00-5:00 PM.—New Year’s Day Dance! 


7:00 PM.—Rose Bowl. 

ARC Officers’ Club — Hotel Barber- 
ini. Piazza Barberini. 

Tours at 9:00 AM and 2 PM. 


RESTAURANTS 


GI restaurants open 10:30 AM to 
1:30 PM; 4:30 to 7:00 PM. Beat the 
black market—eat at "Home.” 

Ristorante Roma, 35 Piazza Poli. 

Ristorante San Carlo, 120 Corso Um. 
berto. 

Ristorante Castaldi for GIs on day 
leave, 15 Via Nazareno. 

Ristorante Amedeo,. 17-19 Via Fabio 
Massimo, 

Restaurant Del Gambero, .11-17 Via 
Del Gambero, for day leave EM. 

Restaurant for American officers, 
nurses and uniformed guests; open 7 
Via Parma. 


WHEN IN ROME | 


ams Today === 











Largo Teatro Valle, 11:30 AM to 3:00 
PM., and 4:00 PM to 6:30 PM. 
Nirvanetta Supper Club. Dinner at 
7:30 PM. Cabaret and Bar. Allied 
officers. Largo Tritone. 
CURFEW 
All civilian and Allied personnel 
curfew at midnight. 
‘ VATICAN MUSEUM 
Vatican Museum open daily except 
Sundays and Holy days. 9:00 AM to 
2:00 PM. Admission 25 lire which also 
admits visitors to St. John Lateran 
Mission Museums. Viale Vaticano, 
right wall of Vatican City. Competent 
guides, parking space, 
NOTICE 


Corrections and additional informa- 
tion for this column should be sent 
;to Cpl. John Welsh, III, The Stars 
{and Stripes, Rome; or telephone 1. d. 
| Rome, 478996. 








Radio Program 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 


STATION 
ROME 
Monday, January 1 
HIGHLIGHTS 
6:30—Reveille Resolutions, News 

10:30—Encore—Jack Benny 
11:30—Piano Time 
12:30—News 
1:00—Shining Hour 
2:00—BBC News 
2:10—Latin American Rhythms 
2:30—Hymns From Home 
3:15—Concert Hall of the Air 
4:00—Melody Matinee 
6:00—News—Music from America 
| 7:00—News 
7:30—Command Performance 
9:00—Duffy’s Tavern 
9:30—NBC Symphony 
11:00—News From The States 


| 


695 K 432 M 





Air Forces Rest Camp Restaurant—/ 11:30—Sign Off 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY — The 
Congressmen should have come up 
front on A night like this. 

You can see so much more on a 
night like this. The freezing cold 
keeps you sharply awake. The en- 
tire range of mountains is revealed 
in the snow-reflected moonlight. 
The blue tinted planet of Venus 
hangs low enough to be a signal 
light. 

The bigness at the front makes 
you feel more insignificant than 
you normally think you are. 

The sound of a single plane can 
be heard plainly in the still crisp 
air. It comes down in a whine 
and strafes a straight stretch on 
Highway 65, aiming at the head- 
lights. He is gone after one ma- 
chine gun rattling pass ... the 
first night fighter in many a week! 
No damage. 

You travel now with blackout 
lights. The road looks so black in 
comparison to the glistening white 
fields on either side. The traffic 
thins out. Soon you're alone with 
just the clink of the chains and 
the undertone of their snatching 
on the ice-coated roads. 

At one point you _ technically 
come under direct enemy observa- 
tion. 

Mrs. Luce made it this far on 
Christmas Day. 

You jeep on. The bottom scrapes 
on the crusted center. It’s low-low 
all the time, going up the moun- 
tain. 

You're mortar 


within range. 





ane 


Everybody here lives in dugouts. 
The night is no longer quiet; there 
is the intermittent chatter of ma- 
chine gun fire, some far away, 
some not so far, and the occasional 
crunch of artillery. 

You can still ride a ways but it’s 
better to walk. And you wear a 
white parka. Not that you can’t 
be picked up against the snow, but 
it helps. 

You reach the summit of Monte 
Belmonte but if you're wise you 
won't stand there. The crest can 
be swept by German heavy ma- 
chine gun fire. 

You reach the forward slopes and 
you're just about as close to Bo- 
logna as any American soldier can 
be today—seven miles. 

A recon patrol is just coming in. 

They wear white parkas, white leg- 
gins, white helmets and with wea- 
‘pons painted white. They call 
themselves a "Ghost patrol.” The 
idea was thought up by Lt. John 
Bannan of Newburgh, N. Y., a 
;} company commander. 

You find Capt. William Harris 
of Bowling Green, Ky., belatedly 
opening up a couple of Christmas 
presents given him by the unit 
| which he formerly commanded. The 
| presents are an orange marmalade 
‘sandwich and a can of bouillon 
cubes, both wrapped in toilet paper. 

Harris laughs heartily. 

Somewhere off in the distance a 
machine gun gives out with "shave 
and a haircut, six bits.” That brings 
a tired smile to everyone. 

You leave and come back off 
Monte Belmonte. —J. F 





Trans - Canada Plane 
Crashes In Atlantic 


MONTREAL, Dec. 31 (AP) — A 
plane of the Trans-Canada Airline, 
enroute from Montreal to Britain, 
is believed to have come down in 
mid-Atlantic yesterday, 500 miles 
off the coast of Newfoundland. The 
plane, which was piloted by Capt. 
Maurice Gauthier, well known Ca- 
nadian pilot, carried few passengers 
and a quantity of New Year mail. 

ter reports said that Sir Alfred 
E. Evans of the British Admiralty 
technical mission of Ottowa, was 
the only passenger aboard the trans- 
atlantic plane besides the crew of 








four, 
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By Mauldin 














Current West Offensive 
A Little Like Kasserine 





WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 31 
—Veterans of Kasserine Pass like 
to talk about it whenever they can 
find reason for doing so, and what 
better excuse could there be but to 
compare Kasserine with the current 
German counteroffensive in Bel- 
gium and Luxembourg. 

In size of course there is no com- 
parison. The best estimate is that 
elements of 20 German divisions 
are involved in Field Marshal Gerd 
von Rundstedt’s surprise thrust, 
while the late Field Marshal Erwin 
Rommel used two Panzer divisions 
— the 10th and 2ist — to smash 
through Faid Pass and almost 
through Kasserine Pass in the early 
|days of the Tunisian campaign. 

But if you keep this proportion 
jin mind, the two can very well be 
;compared. For one thing they rep- 
| resent the only two large scale of- 
fensive successes by the Wehrmacht 
over American troops in the Medi- 
terranean — European Theaters: 
That is, while the enemy has often 
successfully carried out limited 
counterattacks and has scored all 
too numerous defensive victories— 








They Say... 





EDOUARD BENES, President of 
Czechoslovakia, The New York 
Times magazine: 

"My conclusion for the outlook 
in the postwar era is this: Those 
who look far ahead have no need 
to feel pessimistic. Turmoil and 
distress are inevitable, but Eu- 
rope’s recovery is likely to be 
speedier than is often imagined. 
The fight against Nazism and 
Fascism will go on long after the 
present war has come to an end. 
But even this fight will be part 
of a greater struggle for a moral 
and ideological renaissance 
which is to transform the life of 
whole classes and nations. That 
is why I refuse to be a pessimist.” 


BRITISH NEWSPAPER discuss- 

* ing the educational value of poker 
and suggesting it be taught in 
British schools: 
"Poker teaches a man to pre- 
serve an impassive face in the 
most terrifying circumstances, 
and to preserve a poker face is 
one of the supreme qualities of 
the strong, silent Englishman. 
A poker player, unknown to him- 
self, is educating himself to be a 
stoic philosopher.” 

EDITORIAL in The Christian Sci- 

ence Monitor on overanxious news 
reporting: 
"How many traps have really 
been sprung; how many pincers 
have pimched shut; how many 
pockets have been buttoned up 
over the doomed enemy hordes? 
A few, but not many.” 


THOMAS CARLYLE: 


"The greatest of faults is to be 
conscious of none.” 








By Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
Staff Correspondent 


Cassino and Anzio are examples— 
only twice have they completely 
overrun, surrounded and badly 
mauled American units as high as a 
division. 

in a 


This they did 

at Faid, Sidi bou Zid, Sbeitla and 
Kasserine. Elements of the lst Arm- 
ored, 34th and 9th Infantry were 
completely lost, thousands of ve- 
hicles were destroyed or captured, 
and tons of valuable supplies aban- 
doned. 


HISTORY REPEATS 


Just as Rundstedt’s forces appear 
to be faltering short of their fullest 
objectives, so did Rommel’s force. 
In the latter case, it was primarily 
a combination of terrain, a brilliant 
effort by the air force and a frantic 
and inspired defense by ground 
reinforcements that sent the Pan- 
zers reeling back in defeat. Terrain 
forced Rommel to divide his forces 
at the village of Kasserine sending 
some north through Thala Pass and 
the other spearhead west through 
Kasserine Pass proper. The newly 
arrived ground forces—including the 
British 6th Armored Division and 
parts of the Ist and 9th Infantry— 
bottlenecked the passes long enough 
to jam up the enemy armor in the 
unmaneuverable ground. Then every 
Allied plane that could reach there 
went to work. 

Ten days after Rommel had 
launched his first attack, the last 
of his surviving Panzers withdrew 
through Faid Pass and the lines 
were back where they had started. 
Each side had given and absorbed 
a terrific beating. 

One factor is different in Rund- 
stedt’s case. The terrain is fairly 
open and rolling. This is both an 
advantage and a disadvantage. It 
has allowed his armor to mushroom 
out but it also leaves his flanks 
vulnerable. Instead of the air force 
being in a pdsition to deal the body 
blow, it must come, if at all, from 
slashing armor attacks by the 
American 3rd Army now gnawing 
at the southern bulge of the salient. 


VETERANS REMEMBER 


Once again, however, it has been 
the stubbornness of the ground 
troops which have, for the time 
being at least, brought the momen- 
tum of the counteroffensive to al- 
most a standstill. The air forces 
again have been a material factor 
but this time not to blunt the spear- 
head but in attacking the supply 
lines. 

The Kasserine -veteran, however, 
pictures the Rundstedt offensive 
only as he remembers Rommel’s: 
the chilling knowledge that you are 
caught behind the enemy lines— 
the super bravery of men who are 
trapped—the roar of tanks rushing 
down on you in the night—the urge 
to panic—clerks and cooks firing 
their rifles for the first time—lining 
up your tanks for a last stand— 
racing for a crossroad and fearing 
the enemy will be there ahead of 
you—the wonderful thrill when you 
see your own troops coming forward 
to meet you. 
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Spaghetti 





300,000 Fans May 
Witness Nation's 
Seven Bowl Tilfs 


—_————_— 


NEW YORK, Dec. 31 (ANS)—The 
curtain call to the U. 8. football 
season is expected to draw almost 
300,000 fans to the various bowl 
games New Year’s Day. Assorted 
overseas games are expected to swell 
the total to nearly 400,000. 

Standing room only is the order 
of the day at Pasadena, Calif., 
where 93,000 will watch Southern 
California’s Trojans play Tennes- 
see’s Volunteers. The Trojans have 
won seven straight games and are 
19-point favorites to make this one 
No. 8. 

Duke’s Blue Devils, the only team 
able to stand off the West Point 
powerhouse for half a game, are 
1l-point favorites to defeat Ala- 
bama at New Orleans’ Sugar Bowl 
before 78,000 fans. 

The Oklahoma Aggies are 18- 
point favorites to defeat Texas 
Christian at the Cotton Bowl in 
Dallas, Texas, with about 35,000 fans 
expected to attend. 

Georgia Tech is favored over 
Tulsa’s Golden Hurricane by one 
touchdown at Miami’s Orange Bowl. 
The Yellowjackets, who defeated 
Navy during the regular season, are 
expected to have too much razzle 
dazzle for the high scoring Hurri- 
cane. Thirty thousand gridiron fa- 
natics are expected to turn out for 
this game which should be one of 
the most thrilling on the day’s bowl 
game card. 

The Shriner’s charity game at 
San Francisco between the Eastern 
and the Western All-Stars will 
probably draw 60,000 fans and the 
Easterners are 13-point favorites. 
In the Sun Bowl at El Paso, Texas, 
Southwestern University of George- 
town, Texas, is a prohibitive favor- 
ite to down the University of Mexi- 
co before 18,000. 

In addition to these traditional 
standbys, service men will play a 
GI Bowl game at London New 
Year’s Day with the air force fa- 
vored over the doughboys. The 
Army will play the Navy in Ber- 
muda’s Lily Bowl Jan. 7. 


Southern All-Stars 
Whack North, 24-7 


MONTGOMERY, Ala., Dec. 31 
(ANS)—Southern hospitality oper- 
ited in reverse here yesterday when 
the All-Star team from colleges 
below the Mason and Dixon line 
whacked the northern All-Stars, 24- 
7, before 22,000 fans in the annual 
Blue-Gray football game. 

The running and passing of Char- 
lie Trippi, former Georgia and 
3rd Air Force star, plus the line 
busting of Pete Layden of Texas 
and Randolph Field, featured the 
Rebels’ attack which piled up a 
four-touchdown lead before the 
Yanks could get started. Bob 
(Hunchy) Hoernschemeyer of In- 
diana was the North’s offensive 
star, but he was rushed all after- 
noon and his passes never clicked. 
The North generated its 75-yard 
Scoring drive late in the fourth 
period. 

_ The South outdid the North sta- 
tistically with 242 yards rushing to 
18 and 18 first downs to 11. Hoern- 
Schemeyer’s aerials accounted for 
160 yards while the South gained 
94 through the air. 


"Wait ‘Til Next Year’ Still 
Dodger Fan Club's Motto 


BROOKLYN, Dec. 31 (ANS)— 
Fan clubs are nothing new. Every 
crooner with a misplaced tonsil and 
every girl who ever wore a sweater 
has one, but the top fan club of 
them all functions here in Brook- 
lyn. How this small group of dia- 
mond fanatics has survived the vic- 
issitudes which beset their beloved 
Bums from year to year is evident 
from the various name changes it 


has undergone. 
"Dolph Camilli 





It started as the 
Bocsters Club.” When durable Dolph 
was traded to the Giants and later 
went back to California, the group 

came known as the_”Billy Her- 
man for Manager Club.” Now that 
Billy is in the Navy, they call them- 
euives the "Get Rid of Rickey Be- 

ore He Gets Rid of the Team Club.” 
noveedless to say, the club’s motto 
“ remained constant regardless of 
Yen nome changes: "Wait ’Til Next 





SPAGHETTI BOWL BEAUTY — 








Scheduled to entertain football fans during half-time at the 
Spaghetti Bowl classic between the 5th Army and the 12th 
AAF today is lovely Peggy Jean, claimant to the title of U. S. 
champion baton twirler. If you’d like to see more of Miss 
Jean, consult your special services officer. 





British Rugby 


But Very Confusing Sport 


Is Amusing, 





By Pvt. BOB LEE 
Staff Correspondent 


ROME, Dec. 31—Some 1,200 Brit- 
ish rugby fans huddled under GI 
blankets at Foro d'Italia Saturday 
in weather that was cold enough 
to put goose. pimples on the nude 
athletic statues surrounding the 
stadium to watch the South African 
Forces team whip the New Zealand- 
ers 8-3. 

Perhaps the question uppermost 
in most GI minds about rugby is the 
game’s similarity to football. Well, 
the ball is oval and the ball carrier 
can only be stopped by’ tackling, 
but there brother, the similarity 
ends. 

Each team puts 15 men on the 
field for two 35-minute halves. Once 
the ball is put in play, the two 
teams can run with it, fumble it, 
pick it up and run again or kick it 
until the whistle blows to indicate a 
foul or offside. 

Instead of lining up at a line 
of scrimmage, eight men from each 
team (the forwards) form a circle 


called, for some unknown reason, a} 


“scrum” in which the ball is tossed. 
The 16 forwards then surge and toss 
like a tidal wave until the ball is 
kicked out of the circle by a for- 
ward’s heel into the waiting arms 
of one of seven backfield men who 
begins lateralling the ball down the 
field. In this game the ball can only 
be passed backwards. 

The backs never hang on to the 
ball for long however, but keep 
lateralling it back to their running 
mates. This British version of pass- 
ing the buck is easily understand- 
able when it is pointed out that 
blocking isn’t ‘cricket’ in this game 
and the poor ball handler must ma- 
neuver past 15 husky opponents 
without anyone running interfer- 
ence for him. 

When the ball is kicked out of 
bounds, it is passed back onto the 
field much in the same manner as 
in basketball, but instead of toss- 
ing it to a teammate, British rules 
require that it be passed between 
the two forward walls. 

One of the few Americans who 
braved the cold to witness this 
popular British sport was Lt. Col. 
Howard K. Dodgen, former football 
coach at Temple High School in 
Greenville, Texas, who agreed that 
rugby isn’t quite as rough a game 
as football. But the fact that the 





Job For Bomar 
CHICAGO, Dec. 31 ‘(ANS)— 


Buddy Bomar, newly crowned na- 
tional match game bowling champ, 
has resigned his position as a bowl- 
ing alley manager to take a travel- 
ing job with a manufacturing firm 





players are clad dhly in a jersey, 
shorts, knee-hign socks and cleated 
shoes makes bodily contact hard to 
take in this game. 

A rugby line-up reads like this: 
Fullback, right wing, left wing, cen- 
ter, first five-eighth, second-five- 
eighth, halfback, back row, break- 
away, second apse nny hooker, 
two front ranks and two locks. 

A touchdown, or "try” as the Brit- 
ish call it, counts three points and 
the kick after the score counts two 
points—the combination of a try 
and a successful kick after the 
score is called a "goal” and counts 
five points. If the ball carrier drop 
kicks the ball between the uprights 
while running—no simple task—he 
scores four points. A penalty brings 
a free place kick from the 30-yard 
line which counts three points. 

If you are still confused as to 
how rugby is played, take five 


Bowl Football Game Today 





5th Army, 12th AAF 
Ready For Classic 





Mudbusters, Bridgebusters Announce Several 
Last-Minute Changes In Their Line-ups 





By Pvt. MEL  IAMOND 
Staff Correspondent 

SPAGHETTI BOWL HEADQUARTERS, D 
_|than 24 hours to go before the start of the Spaghetti Bow! football 
'|classic on New Year’s Day, changes were announced in the line- 
“\ups for the 5th Army and 12th AAF gridiron teams. 

Capt. Lou Bush, whose 5th Army Mudbusters have been train- 
_ jing some 35 miles from the scene of today’s hostilities and who 

‘Jare expected to arrive this morning, said that Pvt. Frank Buel 

will start at right halfback in place of Pvt. Willie Steele of San 


. 31—With less 














Spaghetti 

















The winning team in today’s 
Spaghetti Bowl game _ will be 
awarded a silver bowl with the in- 
scription: "Spaghetti Bowl Cham- 
pion, 1945, 5th Army vs. 12th Air 
Force, Italy.” In addition, every man 
on both squads, including the sec- 
ond and third stringers, will be 
awarded bronze medals. 


—o—— 
If it’s color you like at your 
football games, you'll get it in 
spades from the 12th AAF Wac 
cheerleaders. They'll be sporting 
blue slacks, gold sweaters, blue 
scarfs, yellow beanies with a blue 
tassel, and yellow socks. 


——$ ur-—— 

The cheers ought to be a show in 
themselves. One of them goes like 
this: "Orange crush, lemon ice, hit 
‘em once, hit ’em twice, hit ‘em 
high, hit ‘em low—come on, team, 
let’s go!! (Burma Shave).” 

—(j——_ 

A banquet will be held tonight 
for both teams at which two gen- 
erals are expected to preside. They 
will probably award the medals 
and make the formal speeches. The 
party will then go from the sub- 
lime to the ridiculous as Lippy 
Leo Durocher mounts the rostrum 
to make with the laughs. Lippy isn’t 
always funny, but no one ever com- 
plains that they can’t hear him. 


————— 

Instead of regulation helmets 

(which failed to arrive) the players 

will wear tank helmets which have 

been well-padded around the ear 
and skull sections. 


Award To |! Kelley 


BOSTON. Mass., Dec. 31 (ANS)— 
Johnny Kelley, diminutive distance 
runner who won the Berwick, Pa., 
marathon and was second in the 
Boston A. A. grind, has won the 
New England AAU award as the 





brother. 





1944 Sports 





outstanding athlete of the year. 


Champions | 





This is part four of the list of 
amateur and professional sports 
champions of 1944 presented by The 
Stars and Stripes for your refer- 
ence. Part five will be published in 
tomiorrow’s paper. 





Racing 
*Indicates retained title. 


Leading money winner—Pavot. 
Horse of the year—Twilight Tear. 
Leading 3-year-old—Twlight Tear. 
Leading 2-year-old—Pavot. 
Leading 2-year-old filly—Busher. 
Leading handicap horse—Devil 
Diver. 
Leading jockey—Ted Atkinson. 
*Leading owner—Warren Wright. 
(Calumet Farm). 
*Leading trainer—Hirsch Jacobs 
Kentucky Derby—Pensive. 
Preakness-—Pensive. 
Belmont Stakes—Bounding Home. 
Withers—Who Goes There. 
Arlington Classic—Twilight Tear. 
Massachusetts Handicap—First 
Fiddle. 
Narragansett Special—Paperboy. 
Suburban Handicap—Aletern. 
Hopeful Stakes—Pavot. ‘ 
Belmont Futurity—Pavot. 
Arlington Futurity—Free For All. 
Washington Park Futurity—Free 
For All. 


Pimlico Special—Twlight Tear. 

Travers—By Jimminy. 

Saratoga Handicap—Paperboy. 

American Derby—By Jimminy. 

Dwyer—By Jimminy. 

Brooklyn Wandicap—Four Free- 
doms. 

Stars and Stripes—Georgia Drum. 

Washington Park Handicap—Equ- 
ifox. 


Arlington Handicap—War Knight. 
Gallant Fox Handicap—Some 
Chance. 


Empire City Handicag—Stir Up. 
Butler—First Fiddle. 
Hollywood Gold Cup—Happy Is- 


sue. 
English Derby—Ocean Swell. 


Table Tennis 


Singles—Men: Pfc. John Somael, 
Camp MacKall, N. C. Women: 
*Miss Sally Green, Indianapolis. 

Doubles—Men: Billy Holzrichter. 
Chicago, and Sgt. Laszlo Bellak, 
Camp Claiborne. La. Women: 
Miss Helen Baldwin, Des Moines, 
and Miss Leah Thall, Columbus. 

Mixed doubles—Miss Green and 
Les Lowry, Newton Center, Mass. 

—, singles—Allien Levy, St. 
Lo 


Boys singles — Richard Leviton, 
South Bend. 

Veterans—Singles: John Tatom. 
Omaha. Doubles: Tatom and 





Pimlico Futurity—Pot o’Luck. 


William’ Ousley, Toledo. 


+Diego, Calif. 


There were two changes in the 
12th’s line-up. One at center, 
where Sgt. Aldo Paletti, 29-year-old 
bomber group cryptographer, has 
been replaced by Sgt. James Aclin, 
of Searcy, Ark., a 22-year-old sup- 
ply oa who was all-state center 
n '41, 


SWITCH ENDS 


The other change moved §-Sgt. 
Adolph P. Biasini, of Donora, Pa., 
from left end to right end in place 
of S-Sgt. Robert M. Geir. Biasini’s 
spot was taken ove. by T-5 Antonio 
Solorzano of Los Angeles, a con- 
verted fullback who played four 
years of semi-pro ball with the 
Webster Bears in Los Angeles. Geir 
formerly played with the University 
of Cincinnati in 1938-39. 

The removal of Steele from the 
5th Army’s starting line-up caused 
considerable eyebrow-raising. It is 
apparently an act of strategy on the 
_— of the coaching staff as Steele 

shaped up as one of the top 
men on the squad. 

A similar move by Maj. George 
Miller, coach of the airmen, ap- 
peared likely in the absence from 
his line-up of Pfc. Bernard Buckie- 
wicz of Milwaukee, a 196-pound 
halfback. 

Attached to an ordnance truck 
unit, Buckiewicz had three years 
of varsity football experience at 
Marquette and two seasons with the 
Green Bay Packers. That isn’t the 
kind of a player who is slapped on 
the bench unless something is being 
cooked up. 


LITTLE CELEBRATING 

Both teams went easy on the 
New Year’s celebrations last night. 
Only a handful of them stayed up 
to welcome the New Year in, most 
of the others figuring the best bet 
would be to hit the sack early. But 
even the celebrants were confined 
to quarters at a reasonable hour. 

Neither coach has stuck his neck 
out with a prediction on who 1s 
going to win, but both have empha- 


‘|sized that the game will feature 


straight football with a minimum 
of fancy stuff and intricate plays. 

"Hell, we haven’t had the time to 
create, learn and perfect new plays,” 
Capt. Bush said. "We’ve had our 
hands full just getting 11 men in 
good condition and re-learning some 
of the fundamental stuff.” 


Philly Cops Crack Down 
On Basketball Gamblers 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 31 (ANS) 
—Ten men, described as "big-time 
gamblers,” were arrested here by 
city detectives during a basketball 
doubleheader at Conventicn Hall 
last night and charged with dis- 
orderly conduct and gambling. 

Police identified one of those 
arrested as George Fox, 41, of the 
Bronx, N. Y., who came here al- 
legedly "to make a killing.” The 
police said that Fox had 1,305 ole 
lars on him when pinched. 


Basketball Scores 


Bainbridge Naval, 84, RCA 23 
Bunker Hill Nav. 61, W. Michigan 46 
CCNY 41, Panzer 38 

Cornell 64, Western Kentucky 53 
Fort Custer 36, Detroit 31 

Great Lakes 41, Northwestern 38 
Indiana 65, Nebraska 42 

Illinois 77, Nebraska 38 

Iowa 67, Michigan State 29 

Iowa Preflight 34, Iowa State 33 
Kentucky 45. Temple 4 
Minnesota 43 Marquette 40 
Mublenberg 42. Pennsylvania 38 
NYU 57. Colgate 36 

Notre Dome 49. Purdue 47 

Ohio State 44, Michigan 41 (overtime) 
Oklahoma Aggies #3. Arkansas 34 
Rice 43, Oklahoma 28 

St. John’s 53. Dartmouth 38 
Tennessee 40. Ohio University 36 
Texas Tech 56, Baylor 38 

; Union 39, Hobart 37 

| West exas 44, Denver 35 
Wisconsin 52, Missouri 37 
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Czech-Soviet Unity 
Stressed By Masaryk 
In New Year Appeal 


LONDON, Dec. 31 (UP)—Czecho- 
slovakia’s foreign policy in the 
coming year will be based on "the 
solid, unalterable and massive 
foundation of our agreement and 
neighborhood with the Soviet 
Union,” Jan Masaryk, Czech For- 
eign Minister said in a broadcast 
tonight. 

Masaryk said: "Everything that 
results from this foundation we 
shall fulfill to the letter and in 
the spirit, without hesitation or 
compromise. 

"Sometimes we are spoken of as 
’a bridge between east and west.’ 
"We never offered ourselves as a 
bridge and we do not so offer our- 
selves. One walks over a_ bridge 
and that would not suit us. 

"The glorious Soviets and the 
western democracies do not need 
us as a bridge.” 

"We want a democratic and 
strong Poland but only a Poland 
which will collaborate with the So- 
viet Union,” he continued. 

"We want a decent, democratic 
Hungary which will let us live in 
peace, and again—only a Hungary 
which will collaborate with the So- 
viet Union. The same goes for 
Yugoslavia, Austria and Rumania. 

"Our relations towards’ the 
western allies have not changed 
and will not change. We shall 
need the help of the western dem- 
ocracies for the reconstruction of 
our normal economic and cultural 
life. 

"With a new democratic France 
we shall maintain our relations of 
traditional friendship. Without a 
strong France there is no equili- 
brium in Europe.” 





ITALIAN FRONT 


(Continued from Page 1) 





would probably be done with mortar 
and artillery shells. 

Yesterday’s snow came down in 
almost blizzard proportions, and in 
a few hours, Highway 65 was again 
a dangerously slick, winding bowl- 
ing alley, despite the efforts of 
sanders and snow plows. 

Trucks and jeeps have enough 
trouble, but conditions are toughest 
on tracked vehicles. Great in mud, 
they are virtually helpless on icy 
roads, skidding crazily with any tilt 
in the road and sometimes turning 
completely around. 

The quietness at the front did not 
entirely allay the sensitiveness with 
which the Wehrmacht seems to re- 
act to many points along the line. 
In the western coastal sector, enemy 
movements have increased, and 
along the front yesterday, patrolling 
was more aggressive. 

The action could be described as 
a gigantic, cautious sparring match. 





ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 31—Eighth 
Army troops were very active yester- 
day south of Alfonsine, 35 miles due 
west of the 5th Army’s Po Valley 
objective. Enemy attempts to cross 
the Senio River southwest of Alfon- 
sine on coastal Highway 16 were 
broken up by small arms fire. 
Eighth Army patrols, however, con- 


Gen. Cannon Lauds TAF 
For ‘Unparalleled Deeds’ 





TACTICAL AIR FORCE HEAD- 
QUARTERS, Dec. 31—Congratula- 


achievement” in aerial warfare was 
wired today to all units of the Medi- 
terranean Allied Tactical Air Force 
by Maj. Gen. John K. Cannon, 
Commanding General, MATAP. 

The congratulatory message 
served as an order of the day, for 
Gen. Cannon took over command of 
MATAF on Jan. 2, 1944. 

The message emphasized that not 
only had TAF medium and fighter 
bombers struck hard and decisive 
blows in support of Allied ground 
troops in Italy and eastern France, 
but the tactics devised had become 
models for other air forces through- 
out the world. 

The message from Gen. Cannon 
follows: 

LOOK WITH PRIDE 


"With the close of 1944, every 
unit of the Mediterranean Allied 
Tactical Air Force can look back 
with pride on a year of achieve- 
ments unparalleled in the history of 
aerial warfare. 

"MATAF, supporting the bitter 


Weather Hampers 
TAF’s Operations 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
31—Bad weather over. northern 
Italy curtailed TAF’s operations 
yesterday, but medium and fighter 
bombers continued their attacks on 
targets in northwestern and north 
central Italy. 

Mitchells of the 12th AF—with 
good _ results — bombarded six 
bridges and a fill on the Brenner 
Pass rail line, while other B-25s 
hit an ammo dump west of Bologna. 

Supporting the 5th Army on the 
Ligurian Seaside, 12th Thunder- 
bolts and Brazilian, RAF and SAAF 
fighter bombers were very active 
over the Serchio Valley and around 
La Spezia, important naval base 
below Genoa. They damaged four 
rail targets and four road bridges 
in one foray. Other attacks de- 
stroyed or damaged 42 enemy-oc- 
cupied buildings and several gun 
positions. 

Strafing attacks by Thunderbolts 
along the Italian west coast and 
the central Po Valley netted a total 
of 52 motor vehicles destroyed or 
damaged, while six locomotives and 
99 rail cars were derailed or knocked 
out. In the same area rails were 
cut in 19 places and roads cratered 
in at least ten spots. 

A second flight of P-47s scored 
a hit that damaged a bridge on 
the Brescia-Verona rail line, and 
strafed an ammo dump 20 miles 
west of Spezia. Five miles northeast 
of Cremona, the same formation 
destroyed an armored car, then 
knocked out five trucks, two se- 
dans and three railroad cars. 

A terrific explosion was caused 
by B-25s which smacked an am- 
munition dump 20 miles west of 
Bologna. Vibrations were felt by the 
crews of the entire formation more 
than two miles above the ground, 
official dispatches said. 


Nazis Will Fall In 1945, 











tions on a year of "unparalleled |the 


s' le of the 5th and 8th Armies 
up the entire peninsula of Italy and 
perfectly-executed 7th Army 
landings in southern France, sweep- 
ing the sea, the railways and the 
air clear of the enemy, has been 
an all-important factor in the suc- 
cessful conduct of the Mediterran- 
ean campaigns. 

"The tactics of Army support de- 
veloped in our theater have become 
models for tactical air operations 
on every front of this global war. 

"In our operations of the past 
year, MATAF units flew more than 
308,000 combat sorties and dropped 
147,000 tons of bombs. We have de- 
stroyed or damaged more than 1,800 
planes. In strafing or dive-bombing 
attacks, our fighters and fighter 
bombers have destroyed 13,318 mo- 
tor vehicles, armored cars or tanks, 
and damaged 11,515 more; destroyed 
6,383 rail cars and damaged 11,069; 
destroyed or damaged 2,745 locomo- 
tives. 

"Our troop carrier aircraft have 
evacuated more than 125,000 
wounded soldiers from the battle 
fronts in Italy and France. 

"MATAF Marauders and Mitch- 
ells have made bombing history in 
the amazing accuracy they have 
developed in precision attacks on 
bridges and other pin point ob- 
jectives. Our night fighter, night 
attack, photographic agd reconnais - 
sance aircraft contributed their im- 
portant efforts, completing the 
round-the-clock operation of close 
and direct support. 


LAND SERVICE TROOPS 


"Our service troops have deliv- 
ered the hundreds of thousands of 
tons of gasoline, bombs, ammuni- 
tion, food and other vital supplies 
needed to nourish this great effort. 
Our security units have guaranteed 
the safety of our ports, lines of 
communications and bases. 

"IT review the accomplishments of 
1944 with great pride—pride in the 
achievements of a truly Allied ef- 
fort in which British, American, 

rench, Greek, Polish, Italian and 
Brazilian forces have a united team 
in complete harmony in the air as 
well as on the ground. Every mem- 
ber of the command has been in- 
strumental in making this possible. 

"I wish you the best of success, 
happiness and good fortune as we 
enter this New Year confident that 
we will continue to pull together. 

"I am happy to lead this United 
Nations team into 1945 when we 
will strike the final blow that will 
defeat Germany.” 


8th Polishes Year 
With Reich Assault 


LONDON, Dec. 31 (AP) — The 
United States 8th Air Force com- 
pleted history’s biggest year of aer- 
ial warfare with 2,000-plane wide- 
spread blows at German oil refin- 
eries, airplane factories and fields, 
U-boat yards and communications 
to the Nazi Army’s Belgian bulge. 

More than 1,300 heavy bombers, 
escorted by upwards of 700 fighters, 
flew over the Reich for the ninth 
consecutive. day of operations to 
drop an estimated 4,000 tons of 
bombs on these targets. 

Last night, heavy bombers of the 
RAF hammered at Hamburg and 
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Ex-Satellite Hungary 
Wars Against Reich 








MOSCOW. Dec. 31—Another 
former satellite and ally of Nazi 
Germany has turned against it. 
The new Provisional Government 
of Hungary has declared war 
against Germany, the Moscow ra- 
dio said last night. 

The declaration of war was pro- 
claimed by the National Assembly 
of the Hungarian Provisional 
Government, meeting in the lib- 
erated city of Debrecen in the 
eastern part of Hungary, on Dec. 
21. 

Hungary’s official declaration 
of war follows by several months 
similar action by Rumania and 
Bulgaria. 


U.S. Court Action 
Due Against Ward's 


(Continued from Page 1) 


fering with the company’s operation 
of the plant. 

Government and company attor- 
neys apparently had agreed to make 
the suit a test case to determine 
the validity of the Smith-Connally 
Act and to decide if the executive 
department of the Government has 
any jurisdiction in labor disputes. 


Company attorneys said the firm 
would not comply with any manda- 
tory orders for turning over the 
books to the Army, but added that 
they were accessible if the Govern- 
ment representatives wanted to look 
at them. 

Placards proclaiming that the 
Chicago plant and those in six other 
cities were under U. S. operation 
were posted as the Army followed 
out the orders of President Roose- 
velt. 

Two camps were operating in the 
paneled executive offices of the 
company in Chicago today. The 
Government force, headed by Maj. 
Gen. Joseph W. Byron, established 
itself in the office only a few feet 
from Avery’s in the big plant along 
the north branch of the Chicago 
River. The Army officer said Avery 
could go and come as he pleased, 
and would remain free to operate 
the more than 600 retail and whole- 
sale outlets which were not included 
in the seizure order. 

The officer said the War Depart- 
ment was operating all plants 
named in the seizure order. He 
admitted the Army did not yet 
have possession of the company’s 
books, and said details of how em- 
ployees would be paid by the Gov- 
ernment were being worked out. 

At mid-morning Avery had not 
appeared at the office, but his sec- 
retary said he was expected. 

The White House action was 
taken after Ward’s refused to com- 
ply with WLB directives calling for 
wage increases and the mainten- 
ance of membership in the plants 
which were taken over. 

Meanwhile, Attorney General 
Francis Biddle in Washington said 
that Avery was "perfectly harm- 
less,” and there would be no at- 
tempt to evict him forcibly as was 
done when the Government seized 
Ward’s Chicago facilities last April. 

Biddle denied Avery’s charge that 
his Constitutional rights were being 
violated by the seizure. He said the 
seizure was authorized under the 

























Myron C. Taylor 
Appeals To America 
For Aid To Italians 


ROME, Dec. 31—An appeal to 
America for help to the needy peo- 
ple of Italy was made in a -broad- 
cast to the United States by Myron 
C. Taylor, personal representative 
of President Roosevelt to Pope Pius 
XII. Prime Minister Ivanoe Bon- 
omi of Italy also spoke to thank 
the people of America in behalf 
of the people of Italy. 

» Taylor’s address told how war had 
coursed over the length of Italy, 
and how the armed forces of Amer- 
ica had served valiantly at the 
front and behind the lines. 

He then described the liberated 
areas after the enemy had been 
evicted, saying: 

"Many people sleep in fields, in 
woods, in caves, in shacks, in old 
buildings without windows and 
roofs. In the interior many hospi- 
tals have been destroyed. The ci- 
vilian wreckage multiplies. The peo- 
ple scurry about for the insufficient 
bread ration. Cheese no longer is 
within their reach. Shoes are 
priceless; clothes beyond even the 
reach of the rich. There is inade- 
quate light and little heat. Soap is 
a luxury—meat rarely seen by - 
people—dark bread— there is little 
or no milk. Transportation is most 
scarce. The masses walk.” 


SHIPPING DELAYS 


The President’s representative 
told of the arrival of essential sup- 
plies, sent by American Relief for 
Italy, after inevitable shipping de- 
lays. In Italy, he said, a National 
Committee for the Distribution. of 
Relief was organized, with the bo- 
ordination of the Italian Govern- 
ment, the Italian Red Cross, Ital- 
ian labor representatives and the 
Holy See. 

"We know of course,” Taylor 
said, "that the extension of needed 
relief to the peoples of countries 
liberated by the democracies is one 
of the first logical steps to promote 
their economic and moral rehabili- 
tation—a step which in its very 
essence assists the war effort of 
the Allies. The contribution of the 
Italian anti-Fascist forces to the 
war effort of the Allies is ever 
more appreciated and deserves the 
warmest praise and recognition.” 

American relief in Italy, Taylor 
concluded, will "continue to func- 
tion as long as your splendid gen- 
erosity supports it. We make this 
appeal to the heart of America. If 
you have any useful materials that 
you can spare, donate them to these 
needy people. We ask this without 
intending to lessen your interest 
in others in distress. The great 
heart of America always responds 
to the cry of the afflicted.” 


ITALIAN HOPES 


In thanking America for its 
help, Bonomi went on to speak of 
the hopes of the Italian people. 

"Our workshops, plants and fac- 
tories must be rebuilt. Our land 
must be ploughed and sowed, and 
all that has been destroyed by the 
war must be made good again, The 
wounds of war must be healed, and 
a new life must arise where all 
seems lost. In order to carry this 
out, it is necessary to exercise a 
firm will, to work hard and to 
have raw materials and means of 
transportation. 

"Some of these factors are avail- 
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